
From the  Pasto r ’ s  Desk 
This weekend there will be receptions in the parish hall after each of the Masses as Fr. Jerry and I move toward 
retirement.  We invite you to join us for a “come and go” reception with simple refreshments.  We promise no 
program and no speeches.  We simply want the opportunity to see you and thank you for all you have done for 
us in our tenure as your parish priests. 

Fr. Jerry and I have known each other since 1960.  He has been our Parochial Vicar at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel for 17 years and has been a priest for fifty years, His last day here will be this Friday, the 30th.   He will 
live here in Portland where he is renting a home from parishioners. 

I will be staying a couple of extra weeks - my last day will be July 19th.  The Bishop has asked me to stay for 
that short time until our new pastor, Fr. Piotr Koziel, returns from vacation in Poland.  He will celebrate his 50th 
birthday there will his mother and his brother who is a parish priest working in Poland.  I will write my final 
message for the bulletin the Sunday before I leave. 

Last weekend we had a great ACTS Retreat for our teens.  About 40 high school students made the retreat and 
an equal number of teens and a small group of adults staffed.  I am most grateful to all who worked on the 
retreat and who provided so much help with the associated activities. Though ACTS is a very labor intensive 
retreat, it is one ministry that I will really miss when I retire.  I feel that it has been of great benefit to the parish 
and to all who have participated.  I am glad that Fr. Piotr had the opportunity of helping us with Confessions at 
the retreat, and joining us in concelebrating the closing Mass.  He seemed quite pleased with the spirit of the 
retreat. 

This past week I have been commuting between Our Lady of Mount Carmel and my new (as of July 19th) 
residence at the St. John Vianney Residence for Priests.  I am commuting so that the painters can paint my 
apartment in the rectory to make it ready for our new pastor.  I have a greater appreciation of people who have 
to commute daily.  We priests are fortunate to “live above the store”.  There are advantages and disadvantages 
to living where you work, but the advantages outweigh the downside. 

1) Why does it cost so much to get married in the Church? It doesn’t cost anything to get married in the 
Church.  The usual offering to the church for a wedding is $100. If that is a problem for any couple it 
can be waived.  If you want a $1500 wedding dress, you have a $1500 wedding, but that has nothing to 
do with church. Limousines, expensive flowers and receptions can make for an expensive wedding but 
that has nothing to do with the church and is in no way a requirement.  The requirements for a Catholic 
wedding are: Groom, Bride, two witnesses and a priest or deacon.  That is ALL you have to have. 

2) I have had a previous marriage and might need an annulment. I have heard that the process is extremely 
expensive and that an annulment would mean our children are illegitimate. The Tribunal that processes 
annulment cases is located in the Diocesan Chancery.  They request a fee for a formal case of a total of 
$350.  This fee also can be reduced or waived if necessary. The fee is intended to offset some of the cost 
of processing an annulment.  A Church annulment has nothing to do with legitimacy of children.  

3) All children born of the marriage are legitimate.  Because every case is as different as the people 
involved, contact me for information rather than taking the word of co-workers or family members. 

4) What are the requirements for godparents (padrinos) for Baptism?  Godparents must be at least 16 years 
of age, must be practicing Catholics (attend Mass regularly, receive the Sacraments, and have received 
all the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism Confirmation and Holy Communion). If married, they must be 
married by the Church It is the role of a godparents to be an example of faith to the child being baptized 
and an example of faith to the parents. 
 



5) I (we) are civilly married and would like to be married by the Church. What do we do? Talk to me or to 
Fr. Jerry.  Call our office and ask for the priest to whom you wish to speak. If he is not in, leave a 
message with your phone number and we will call you back as soon as we can. Some of these things 
may take a bit of time.  There are almost 4,000 of you and two of us, and we are old, but we are here to 
serve you to best of our ability. 

Fr. Mark Chamberlin 

 


