
From the  New Pasto r ’ s  Desk 
Reflection on Today’s Gospel Reading 

Matthew 15:21-28 

She was a lady like many – the woman of the gospel today.  She would fight for her child.  So she 
took on Jesus, the best know religious figure around.  

Jesus was testing her.  He saw faith, but he wanted everyone else to see it.  So he told her she didn’t 
fit the local religious sphere because she was a foreigner, an asylum seeker or a refugee.  Or a lone 
mother who had a bad name.  She knew she fit into the heart of Jesus simply because she was the 
mother of a sick child. 

Even if he would cure everyone, maybe he would come back to her at the end.  Even a discretionary 
cure.  Jesus went further – he cured her child and praised her faith. 

She is another of the unnamed ones of the gospel.  Like the woman of Samaria, the rich young man, 
the thief on Calvary – she is herself, and she is all of us.  She is everyone, man and woman, of faith. 

Faith is a surprising God who in Jesus his Son, never says not to goodness.  Faith that keeps us 
energetic and alive, not tired, in soul as well as body. 

Lord, I believe, strengthen my faith. 

 

 

This weekend we celebrate the official installation of Father Piotr Koziel as our Pastor.  The ceremony 
is celebrated at the 6:00 mass on Saturday evening by Bishop Michael Mulvey, with Father Mark 
concelebrating.  A reception is following in the Parish Hall. 

We welcome Father Piotr as our new Shepherd to guide us through our next journey at Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel. 

 

“Reverend Monsignor Mark Chamberlin Day” 

Saturday, August 19th 

Declared in the City of Portland 

 

On Tuesday at the regular City Council meeting, David Krebs (Mayor and parishioner) presented 
Father Mark with a certificate declaring this day in his honor, with family members and many 
parishioners present in support.  The certificate detailed his many contributions to the parish and the 
Portland community as a whole over the twenty years as Pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.  Be sure 
to read the Portland News for more details! 

Fr. Piotr Koziel 

 


