
From the  Pasto r ’ s  Desk 
This weekend we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Fr. Jerry’s ordination to the priesthood.  He was ordained 
(along with his classmate Msgr. Richard Shirley) on May 27th 1967 at Corpus Christi Cathedral.  Fr. Jerry 
served at San Luis Rey in Laredo, and as associate pastor at St. Patrick’s and Christ the King in Corpus Christi.  
He served as pastor of Sacred Heart in Sinton, St. Therese in Woodsboro, and Holy Family in Taft.  He joined 
our parish as parochial vicar in 2000.  We congratulate Fr. Jerry on this anniversary.  There will be receptions 
after each Mass this weekend in the parish hall so that you may have the chance to drop by and offer your 
personal congratulations to him.  There will be light refreshments.  If you wish to leave a card or note of 
appreciation for Fr. Jerry cards and envelopes will be available so that he can keep hem and read them at his 
leisure. 

As you know Fr. Jerry and I are retiring from active parish ministry this summer.  Fr. Jerry will retire on June 
30th and I will retire on July 19th.  I am staying on a couple of extra weeks so that our newly appointed pastor 
can celebrate his 50th birthday in Poland with his mother and brother.  Someone recently approached me and 
said “I didn’t know you could retire from the priesthood.” I hope I explained clearly enough that we are not 
retiring from the priesthood – we are retiring from an active parish assignment.  Priests are ordained for life.  In 
retirement we are no longer responsible for administration, fund-raising, directing a parish staff and parish 
programs.  We can and will offer Mass, hear confessions, give spiritual direction and guidance to help pastors in 
the area as needed. I will reside at St. John Vianney Residence for Priests in Corpus Christi.  Father Jerry plans 
retire in the Portland community. 

I hope to maintain some level of involvement.  I am not quite ready to sit and watch the grass grow, though it 
occasionally has a certain appeal.  Last weekend I preached a retreat for the Permanent Deacons and their 
wives.  It was a crowded schedule as I had a funeral at St. Theresa’s between two of the retreat talks, and also 
came back to the parish for confessions for the high school students before their baccalaureate celebration. That 
kind of schedule, though it is not typical, reminds me that I am no longer in my fifties. 

Our baccalaureate celebration was very nice.  The Knights of Columbus barbecued chicken and a meal was 
served to the graduates and their parents.  I am grateful to all who helped with that celebration. Special thanks to 
Annika Sacky for coordinating the celebration along with her mother and her sisters.  The graduates participated 
in the 11:00 am Mass on Sunday and the Catholic Daughters held a reception for them and their and their 
families after Mass.  There are lots of pictures on the parish website: www.olmcportland.com. It is strange to 
realize that I baptized most of these graduates and in some instances married their parents.  It is moving to look 
at these beautiful children sitting in the pews at this celebration, and hoping and praying for the best for them in 
the future.  It is our hope that our parish has, in some way, given them the tools to help them lead happy and 
fulfilling lives as they move into their future in a sometimes complicated and difficult world.  We congratulate 
them and their parents, and wish them everything good and much love. 

The following are some short questions and short answers to common “FAQ” brought to my attention.  For 
further explanation of any of them, please contact me personally. 

1) Why does it cost so much to get married in the Church? It doesn’t cost anything to get married in the 
Church.  The usual offering to the church for a wedding is $100. If that is a problem for any couple it 
can be waived.  If you want a $1500 wedding dress, you have a $1500 wedding, but that has nothing to 
do with church. Limousines, expensive flowers and receptions can make for an expensive wedding but 
that has nothing to do with the church and is in no way a requirement.  The requirements for a Catholic 
wedding are: Groom, Bride, two witnesses and a priest or deacon.  That is ALL you have to have. 
 



2) I have had a previous marriage and might need an annulment. I have heard that the process is extremely 
expensive and that an annulment would mean our children are illegitimate. The Tribunal that processes 
annulment cases is located in the Diocesan Chancery.  They request a fee for a formal case of a total of 
$350.  This fee also can be reduced or waived if necessary. The fee is intended to offset some of the cost 
of processing an annulment.  A Church annulment has nothing to do with legitimacy of children.  

3) All children born of the marriage are legitimate.  Because every case is as different as the people 
involved, contact me for information rather than taking the word of co-workers or family members. 

4) What are the requirements for godparents (padrinos) for Baptism?  Godparents must be at least 16 years 
of age, must be practicing Catholics (attend Mass regularly, receive the Sacraments, and have received 
all the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism Confirmation and Holy Communion). If married, they must be 
married by the Church It is the role of a godparents to be an example of faith to the child being baptized 
and an example of faith to the parents. 

5) I (we) are civilly married and would like to be married by the Church. What do we do? Talk to me or to Fr. 
Jerry.  Call our office and ask for the priest to whom you wish to speak. If he is not in, leave a message with 
your phone number and we will call you back as soon as we can. Some of these things may take a bit of 
time.  There are almost 4,000 of you and two of us, and we are old, but we are here to serve you to best of 
our ability. 

Fr. Mark Chamberlin 

 


